
HTR Report 
Thoroughbred Handicapping Newsletter 

Sept/Oct 2014 
 

Brought to you by – 

Ken Massa 

Handicapping Technology and Research 
 

Contents 
 

[1] Front Page  

 

[2] HTR News                                                                Annual Seminar Wrap Up 

 HTR-Pedia Completed 

 

[3] Handicapping w/HTR    High Percentage Play 

 HF Spot Plays 

 K110 Alternative 

 

[8] Handicapping with HTR Systems Screen 

 Consensus Play 

 

[10] Software Update HTR-Tour Update 

 Rookie Scan / PER  
 

[12] Back Page Important Info 

  
 
The HTR Report newsletter is converted from a Microsoft Word Document to a .PDF file for viewing with 
the free Adobe Reader.  The newsletter may be viewed while on-line or the file can be downloaded to 
your computer hard-drive for off-line reading and printing. 
 
The newsletter is available bi-monthly.  The current edition of the HTR Report is available on the Internet 
from our members’ web site only.  The newsletter is included as part of a paid subscription to HTR’s 
monthly download service ($119/mo).   
 

All proprietary rights to this material belong to HTR alone.  No portion of this product may be reproduced, 
copied or transmitted on the Internet without the express written consent of Ken Massa.  All articles and 
information in this newsletter are written by Ken Massa unless otherwise stated.  Test data files are pro-
vided with permission from Handicappers Data Warehouse and Equibase Corp.  The test results, analysis 
and opinions found herein are those of HTR only - Handicappers Data Warehouse and Equibase Corp 
are not responsible for the written contents of this newsletter and cannot be held accountable for any 
claims made in it.   



HTR Report Sept/Oct 2014 

 

2 

Seminar 2014 
 

Annual Seminar  /  HTR-Pedia  
 

There were 42 of us present at the 2014 HTR Seminar in Las Vegas. That's a decrease in attendance from 

the last two years and below our annual average of around 50 attendees. The Gold Coast tournament 

which followed also had a lower turnout and continues a trend of declining participation. With the 

exception of the high-paying NHC and Horseplayer World Series, live handicapping tournaments in Las 

Vegas are slowly fading.     
 

As far as I can tell, the HTR event is the only live handicapping seminar that still exists on an annual 

basis. We plan on holding the seminar again next summer, but we'll have to wait and see what the Gold 

Coast decides to do in 2015. An announcement will be made by March 2015. I was planning on 

announcing the end of our 20-years of live Las Vegas seminars during 2016 in any case. We need to 

consider a digital or internet approach and allow everyone to view the seminars on their computer.    
 

2014 Seminar Review 

At this year's seminar, Mike Mayo (see back page) discussed realistic betting approaches and shared his 

own wagering experiences. He then surprised us with a great video presentation from a traditional - and 

rowdy - horse race from Italy. My morning session reviewed all the major factors within HTR and in the 

afternoon we focused on the maiden FTS and 2TS and the key topics from the 2014 E-Book "The 

Rookies". The new screen in HTR-Tour, titled [Rookie Scan], was reviewed in detail at the seminar as 

well. The 'Rookie Scan' has been revised with a significant update (see page-8).   

 

HTR-Pedia Complete Edition Available 
 

The full edition of the HTR-Pedia is now available on the HTR website at the link below. You can 

download or view it online. It looks great on non-Windows tablets, especially the iPad. A Windows 

computer is not necessary to read the Pedia as it a PDF document. 
 

http://www.HTR2.com/km/pdf/HTR-PEDIA.pdf 
 

There are dozens of new entries in the Pedia and several topics have been updated since the first 

presentation in the newsletter. Even if you read the early draft in the newsletter previously, please take 

another look and browse the new material.    
 

The complete HTR-Pedia version features a full Glossary and Index at the back that quickly identifies all 

the abbreviations, handicapping topics, ratings, acronyms and column headers used in the software. The 

HTR-Pedia should be your first resource choice for questions about HTR. We will use it as the initial 

search target on our public website as well. We chose not to place the Pedia into the Subscriber Zone 

because it cannot be accessed from search engines from a password-protected web page. 
 

We appreciate your feedback on the Pedia and will continue to enhance it periodically. If you notice 

something that seems to be an error or not clear from the text, please let me know. With such a large 

document, it is likely that something was left out as well. We'll add more topics as necessary every few 

months to keep it fresh. 

 

http://www.htr2.com/km/pdf/HTR-PEDIA.pdf
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Handicapping with HTR 

High Percentage Productivity / HF Rating 
 

Let's explore and analyze the highest productivity horses we can extract from HTR. The emphasis here is 

on plays that have a 50% or better probability of winning. Any horse bettor can achieve 50% winners by 

limiting their wagers to favorites at odds of 3/5 or lower. But betting odds-on favorites blindly will eat up 

a bankroll and never produce potential profits.   
 

Our goal is to locate a narrow margin of profit opportunity within our HTR factors. The public will not 

have access to these ratings and will make mistakes on low-odds runners that we will pass on. They may 

also under-bet some favorites that are much stronger plays than the conventional past-performances 

indicate. 
 

Most subscribers to HTR are looking for an edge with live longshots as that has always been our 

emphasis. Extend your learning curve now to high-percentage plays. There are dozens of areas of 

handicapping that benefit from this knowledge. Listed below are some of the most valuable.  
 

 Rebate play. If the Win ROI can be pushed past 0.95 (-5%) then rebate players can benefit from 

the low volatility and limited downside from betting these horses.   
 

 Singles for 'horizontal' exotic bets, especially the more expensive Pick-4,5,6 wagers that benefit 

the most from a singleton to reduce the investment cost. 
 

 Key horse for the 'vertical' exotic wagers:  trifecta, superfecta and super-high five. 
 

 Contest plays that involve ITM (In the Money, 1-2-3 finishes). 
 

 Parlays - Win, Place or Show. 
 

 Passing races that are highly probable to be won by the favorite. 

 

Spot Plays 

Here are the pros and cons of attempting spot plays with horses in the 50% and up winner range. 
 

Pros 

1. Limited downside, low risk of losing streaks. 

2. Momentum, confidence. These horses will have substantial winning streaks. 

3. Smaller bankroll to start. 

4. Rebate potential to boost ROI. 
 

Cons 

1. ROI difficult to push beyond 1.00 (flat bet profit). 

2. Heavy late betting occurs on many of these horses. 

3. Limited number of daily plays available, patience required. 

4. Betting on favorites means joining the public bandwagon. 
 

Win vs. Place and Show 

We won't limit this study and the data to Win betting. Place and Show can provide decent returns because 

most horse players feel that Place and Show prices on favorites are too miniscule to bother with. High-

dollar bettors ("whales") usually stay away from Place and Show because they may not be able to collect 

a rebate on them. We are seeking an advantage, however it might manifest itself from the data.  
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Handicapping with HTR 

High Percentage Productivity / HF Rating 
 

Begin with the HF Rating 
 

HF = Hyper or Heavy/ Favorite 
 

Our primary tool for this part of the article is the "HF" rating. The HF is essentially a spot play combining 

many of the top tier ratings available in HTR including the (K). HF is listed on many screens throughout 

HTR software and is a filter that can be used in Robot3 for testing as I did below.    
 

HF 365-Day Results    Sept 1, 2014 - Aug 31, 2014    All  Races  Purse $10,000 
 

Plays  1838 

Winners 924 

Win Rate 50.3% 

WP Rate 71.9% 

ITM Rate 84.2% 

Win ROI 0.86 (-14%) 

Pla ROI 0.90 (-10%) 

Sho ROI 0.92 (-08%) 
 

Analysis of HF Stats  

The original target win rate with the HF rating was 50% and it has remained in that zone for a decade.  

The low volatility (rare losing streaks) extends to most categories in random test samples as well. The 

Place and Show ROI is higher than the Win return. Most bettors are not investing in these "sure thing" 

horses to finish 2nd or 3rd and tend to go "all in" with a Win bet.   

 

Enhancing the HF for Greater Impact 

Our purpose with this research and article is to increase the impact of the HF by separating and filtering.  

Let's look at a set of ideal and realistic goals when attempting to break it down.   
 

HF                    Current                  Ideal                 Realistic   
 

Win Rate 50%  60%  55%  
 

ITM  84%  90%  88% 
 

W-ROI  0.86  1.00  0.95 
 

Plays  1838  1000  500 
 

Ideally we would like to push that win percentage to 60% with 1000 plays per year (about 3-5 per racing 

day) and attain a flat-bet profit with an ROI at 1.00. Can this be done? My experience with high-

percentage spot plays is that there is a wall of resistance that occurs with continued filtering. The effect of 

slicing up the data reduces the play count considerably while only attaining a marginal increase in the 

ROI. Another issue is that we don't want to create a filter process that simply segments off the lowest 

odds range in the data in order to raise the win rate. An important goal is to raise the Win% AND the ROI 

together. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

High Percentage Productivity / HF Rating 
 

No Negatives 

The HF rating was created prior to the development of the HTR-Tour program. Within the ‘Tour main 

screen is an array of numbered Negative elements. If we are keying on a short-odds HF runner, the last 

thing we want to see are 'chinks in the armor' with one or more of these questionable Negative items.  

Surprisingly, more than 300 of the HF plays in this sample had one or more negative items tagged. Let's 

see how this effects the HF output. 

 
    HF     All Races 365-Day   Purse $10,000+ 

Item     Plays    Win  W+P  ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    I.V. 

 

All HF    1838    50%  72%  84%    0.86  0.90  0.92    3.42 
 

N#= 0     1522    51%  73%  85%    0.87  0.91  0.93    3.47 
 

N# > 0     316    45%  67%  82%    0.83  0.87  0.90    3.20 
 

Analysis 

One or more Negatives (N# > 0) reduces the value of the HF plays. Most of them still finish 1-2-3, but 

they definitely don't win as often (45%). The HF runners with zero Negatives (N# = 0) move up a tick in 

the stats. So the N#= 0 filter is worthwhile.  

 
Add KAT Rating 

As mentioned above, the HF was created years before the HTR-Tour factors were presented. The KAT is 

one of the newer and most effective ratings designed for 'Tour as it quantifies the Buzz and Improve 

ratings into a score that ranges from 0 to 10. Most HF horses already feature a KAT > 3, but the data 

shows that there is considerable separation with the HF plays that reached KAT 7 to 10. The KAT relates 

positive and improvement factors. If betting on a "mortal lock" like an HF we surely want to see 

unmistakable evidence of a soundness and likely improvement.   
 

The next chart tests the HF plays with zero Negatives and KAT 7+ to see how much more of an edge we 

can work with using these two filters. Also listed are some tandem ratings that push the various statistical 

categories as high as we can get them. 
 

  HF     Negatives (N#= 0)    KAT 7-10    Purse $10,000 

Item      Plays    Win  W+P  ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    I.V. 
 

All       747    56%  77%  87%    0.90  0.93  0.94    3.61 
 

Wk= 1       193    66%  81%  89%    1.02  0.95  0.96    4.23 
 

PED 450+    362    60%  80%  89%    0.95  0.97  0.96    3.90 
 

Fr3= 1      341    58%  81%  90%    0.95  1.00  0.98    3.76   
      

Analysis 

The combination of HF with zero Negatives and a high KAT score yields a decent sample of 747 plays in 

a year.  The win rate moves past 55%, but the Win ROI (0.90) is well below our goal of 0.95.  If Wk= 1 is 

added to the play, it achieves the highest win rate of any factor tested with a play count > 100 and brings 

home a whopping 66% winners. But with just 193 plays in a year, the caution flag is out. The other two 

items, PED 450+ and Fr3=1 show twice the play count and the stats are excellent.   
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Handicapping with HTR 

High Percentage Productivity / Thoughts and Insights 
 

The results on the previous page provide a considerable food for thought.    
 

It looks as if 90% ITM is about the maximum we can achieve with any set of filtered data on heavy 

favorites with a play count above 100/year. Thoroughbred races have too many random variables and 

physical uncertainties to move the needle any higher. This proves the folly of making gigantic Show bets 

(bridge jumpers). There is at least a 10% red-zone of failure for any racehorse regardless of how much it 

dominates on paper.    
 

To achieve a Win rate of 60% combined with an ROI of 0.95 or greater requires considerable filtering and 

slicing up the data pie. The goal was 500 plays or more, but that was not possible to achieve until the play 

count dropped to around 350 in order to reach ROI 0.95. That would net an average of about one play per 

racing day. There is some hope for increasing the play total to over 500/year however. Notice that we 

have two items with similar statistics in the data test that combined well with our HF setup.   
 

1. Fr3= 1  362 plays/yr  

2. PED= 450+ 341 plays/yr 
 

There is likely some crossover and the same horse might be picked up on both spot plays in many cases.  

Yet we can surmise that at least 500 of these are distinct plays with just one of the two factors present.  

The statistics are about the same with nearly 60% winners and 90% ITM and ROI= 0.95.   
 

Pushing the ROI past 1.00 and into a profitability range is not realistic with the HF horses no matter how 

we separate the data. Heavy betting is a frustrating reality on nearly all of them. A generous rebate or 

using them as singles in exotic wagers is a better plan.   

 

The Critical Tradeoff      Win% vs. ROI 

There are positive tradeoffs with creating these spot plays with 50% or more winners. It is valuable 

insight for those of you that work on spot plays regularly or are interested in the reality of forward 

prediction with horse racing statistics. 
 

As we have shown in this article, extremely high Win rates can be achieved, but there is a conundrum - 

the ROI is difficult to budge into profitability without severely cutting the yearly play count. We can 

tailor the ROI with some clever filtering to hit in the 0.95 range, but it is a steep climb after that toward 

that goal of a 1.00+ return. 
 

There is good news though. The ROI is not likely to go much lower either. This is known as "limited 

downside". There is minimal impact on forward ROI. The effect is critical to understand as a horse bettor. 

Although you may not show a positive return on paper, profit taking can be exploited with these horses in 

the following circumstances. 
 

Winning streaks. The high-percentage plays will eventually hit in droves. If you stack your bets using a 

wagering strategy such as "Kelly-" or "Percent of Bankroll" - the streak can be exploited.  
 

Knowledge of these horses in action can save considerable bankroll. Money saved is money earned - 

particularly when you can confidently use them as a cost-saving single in a Pick-X sequence or just pass 

the race to avoid betting losses on other horses. 
 

Bottom Line: Regardless of how you filter it, the hit-rate and ROI with these HF plays is almost set in 

stone for the long run. Take advantage of it any way you can.  
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Handicapping with HTR 

High Percentage Productivity / K110 
 

K110 to Improve Play Count  

We can achieve some outstanding statistical results using the HF as a spot play, but the play counts are so 

small that we aren't left with many horses to bet on. The K110 can help us by increasing the sample size if 

we are willing to concede a little ground on the Win%. A positive ROI may even be achievable. 
 

K110  The horse has a (K) rating score of 110 points or higher.   
 

The play count with K110 on its own is far higher than with HF. Using the ideas gained from the HF 

research, I tested K110 combined with N#= 0 and KAT 7-10. The results were very promising. Several 

horses paid more than $10 to Win and there were many more non-favorites to bet. The appearance of 

some value plays and a few overlays is another benefit to utilizing K110.   
 

  K110     No Negatives (N#= 0)    KAT 7-10    Purse $10,000 

Item      Plays    Win  W+P  ITM    WROI  PROI  SROI    I.V.   High 
 

All      4294    45%  67%  80%    0.90  0.92  0.93    3.18   $16 
 

k2= 1      3310    48%  69%  82%    0.93  0.93  0.94    3.33   $16 
 

Analysis 

While the win rate and other statistics are not as dramatically high as the HF, this sample has far more 

potential for forward profits. The sample size (4,294) is almost six times what we saw for the similar test 

with the HF on page-5. The large number of plays gives us a lot more room for filtering and elimination 

in an attempt to achieve a positive ROI.    
 

Notice the improvement when k2=1 is added to the mix. It retains more than 3,300 plays and a healthy 

increase in all the statistics. Further filtering could yield a profitable spot play with minimal downside and 

great potential for a positive ROI that will likely hold going forward. 
 

For those of you that want to run this test or spot play in Robot3 or set up a db query, below are the specs.  
 

 All races, Purse $10,000+   

 K110+ 

 N# = 0 

 KAT 7 - 10 

 k2 = 1 
 

Summary 

Although HTR tends to be associated with live longshot identification, we can utilize its tools for high 

percentage spot-plays as well. Studying and learning more about these horses will benefit your 

handicapping and research experience. Despite low odds, there is value in stability and confidence and 

generating momentum when wagering. 
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Handicapping with HTR 

Using the Sys Screen / System of Systems 
 
[Sys] or [Systems]  

Menu option found in HTR-Tour (updated Sept 2014); also in HTR2 and MaxVel.  The screen lists four 

"Sys" columns that relate a method score for the four distinct systems. 
 

Sys1 Overall rating All horse rated  Top pick 33% wins / ROI= 0.85 

Sys2 Early Speed Not all horse rated  Top pick 26% wins / ROI= 0.85 

Sys3 Late Speed Not all horses rated Top pick 31% wins / ROI= 0.84 

Sys4 Intangibles All horses rated  Top pick 28% wins / ROI= 0.87 
 

Sys 2,3 do not rate 100% of the horses because they rely on running line data for velocity numbers and 

not all horses have a valid line to make the pace computations (such as FTS).  
 

System of Systems 

User feedback on the new [Sys] screen has been intriguing because most of those that contacted me were 

using the screen to combine the system ratings or ranks. Here are some of the approaches discussed. 
 

 Add up the scores or rankings to formulate a consensus system (see page-9). 

 Look for 'hidden' longshot plays that are ranked 1 or 2 in any one of the four methods. 

 Use the top pick(s) in each Sys to create Pick3/4/5/6 tickets. 

 Look for horses with multiple 1 or 2 ranks in each Sys as a key horse. 

 Spot play that combine rankings 1-2 from each (test in Robot3). 

 

Let's look at each of these approaches individually. 
 

A consensus method is tested and discussed further on page-9. 
 

Longshot picks are most often found with Sys4 because it uses intangible factors such as pedigree, 

workout and connections instead of pace/speed/class. But the price picks with Sys4 are also likely to be 

quickly uncovered with ratings such as the KAT and k2. The good ones with Sys2 are typically Fr1 plays 

and are also flagged by "$$", Tour, Bomb, etc. So it is Sy1 and Sys3 that offer the "hidden" plays as 

sometimes they uncover something that is not detected elsewhere in HTR.   
 

The top selection in each Sys can be used to create competitive Pick3/4/5 tickets. I tried this myself last 

summer with modest success. My method was simple - use the top selection in each Sys with 50c P4 

wagers. Sometimes this requires four different horses in one leg, but usually there is overlap with at least 

one horse showing the top-rank in two or more Systems and that reduces the cost. Ties can complicate the 

process and some sequences simply have too many horses to play on the ticket and those should be 

passed. A 'system of systems' (page-9) might be helpful with the exotics especially if looking for singles.   
 

Often key horses with 1-2 ranks in multiple Sys can be utilized with vertical wagers including the exacta 

and trifecta by plugging them in various combinations. This is something I need to test further and haven't 

tried yet with my own wagering. However the information on the next page might help. 
 

Spot play creation with the Sys are possible in Robot3. The filters for each of the top-2 rankings are found 

on the 'System/Special' module. The Sys can be combined with any other factors and filters in the Robot.   
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Handicapping with HTR 

Using the Sys Screen / System of System 
 

Consensus of the Sys Rankings 
 

Now we'll try a simple method and find out if a consensus of the rankings will out perform the individual 

systems ranks with Win/ITM or ROI.   
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NEW!  HTR-Tour version update "Sept 15, 2014" Systems screen includes the rankings for each of the 
four systems under the "r" columns next to each Sys score. Also, look to the far right for a new column 
"SysTot"  This column totals the rankings for each horse.  A median ("dummy") rank is used for horse that 
have blank rankings with Sys2,3. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     
 

Let's try adding up the four Sys rankings for each horse and find out if has any impact. Lowest total is 

best. The lowest possible total = 4.  That would be a horse that ranks on top in all four systems. One 

problem is that Sys2 and Sy3 have blanks for some horses if they don't have a running line to compute the 

velocity numbers. The blanks were filled in with a 'dummy' variable that is the median rank for the field. 

The column "SysTot" is the total of ranks, the formula would be:  rSys1 + rSys2 + rSys3 + rSys4. 
 

All Races    Last 365-Days    Purse $10,000  

SysTot     Plays     Win   WROI    I.V. 

   4        9056     44%   0.87    3.13 

   5        6744     34%   0.86    2.58 

   6        6812     30%   0.84    2.26 

   7        7682     27%   0.83    2.04 

   8        9294     24%   0.83    1.82 

   9        9978     21%   0.83    1.64 

  10       10960     19%   0.83    1.50 

  11,12    23310     17%   0.83    1.32 

  13,14    24365     14%   0.79    1.06 

  15       12142     12%   0.78    0.91 

  16,17    23377     11%   0.81    0.84 

  18,19    21916     08%   0.74    0.66 

  20+     100615     04%   0.66    0.39 
 

Top rank   36980     32%   0.84    2.46 
 

Analysis 

That last item, "Top Rank", is the highest ranked horse (lowest score) in each race with the SysTot. They 

won a lot of races (33%), but the results are not strong enough to endorse it. Sys1 selects more winners 

with its top rank and the ROI is a little higher. So there is no advantage in using the consensus top pick.  
 

The Sys totals are much more interesting to look at. There are a surprising number of plays with the 

lowest possible score, SysTot= 4. That means the horse is top-ranked in all four systems. A whopping 

44% winners is a strong result with over 9000 plays. You can replicate these statistics or make a spot play 

with it using Robot3 (use all Sys=1). The play count is so high that a profitable ROI might be possible 

with further filtering.   
 

SysTot = 5 does well also. That would be a horse that ranks first with three of the Systems, and ranks 

second with one of them. The results are not promising on the other totals, but horses with a SysTot of 20 

or higher are at a severe disadvantage and can be eliminated in most fields.  
 

Aside from the data for SysTot = 4, there is nothing spectacular here when the four Sys ranks are summed 

together. But I'll continue to look for more complex methods and report back in a future article. 
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Software Updates 

HTR-Tour / Rookie Scan Update   
 

HTR-Tour software has been updated with a Sept 15, 2014 version date. You can install it instantly from 

the Subscriber Zone by using the HTR-Tour 'express' (single program) installer. The [Rookie Scan], 

which was introduced at the seminar has undergone a significant revision.   
 

Sys Screen 

The Tour version of the Systems screen adds the rank value to each Sys column and lists the total of the 

ranks off to the right. Read page-8,9 for more on how you might utilize this in a 'system of systems'. 
 

Rookie Scan 

I have added several new items to the Rookie Scan screen. Many thanks to our members who provided 

suggestions and input for this screen,   
 

 All horses are now displayed on the screen by default. Press the <v> key to view only the 

FTS/2TS entrants. Press <v> again to switch back to all horses in view.    
 

 KAT rating is the default sort. Press <k>  to sort and toggle the screen by the KLine. Press the 

<k> key again to return to the KAT sort. 
 

 KLine column was added next to the (K) rating. A "<" symbol marks the KLine indicating it may 

be a value-play as the KLine is lower than both the MLO and AML. This change to how the 

KLine is tagged for potential value will be recoded similarly with other HTR screens soon. 
 

 Wk rating column added.  "+" = strong workout rating;  "*" = top ranked Wk score 
 

 PER rating column added. The "+" indicates the horse has already run to par (see page-11).  The  

" * " asterisk marks the top ranked PER rating. 
 

 Fr1 ranking column added. Only the 1 and 2 ranks are displayed as are the labels below. 

            "Dom" = Fr1 Dominant; "Adv" = Fr1 Advantage; "F60" = Fr1 60. 
 

 "F&R" or Fit & Ready added to the 'Alerts' column.   

 

Refer to the HTR-Pedia (page-2) if you are unfamiliar with any of these ratings, acronyms or symbolism.   

 

[Rookie Scan] was originally designed to enhance the information from our Seminar E-Book 2014 

entitled "The Rookies". The booklet focuses on first-time-starters (FTS) and second-time-starters (2TS) in 

maiden races. They are among the most challenging horses to handicap. All angles from pedigree to 

workouts are covered along with research that points out the most promising situations for likely winners 

and live longshots. The E-Book web page is found at the link below. 

 

http://htr2.com/km/SeminarEbook.htm 

http://htr2.com/km/SeminarEbook.htm
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Software Updates 

HTR-Tour / Rookie Scan Update   
 

Using PER to Evaluate FTS Chances 

The PER column was added to the Rookie Scan. The experienced horses that have already run to par 

(EPR) or exceeded it with their PER number, will be marked with a "+" sign. If one or more of the known 

element have already run a race that is fast enough to win at the maiden level, it will be much tougher for 

the FTS to beat them. An example race is analyzed below.   
 

EPR (par) Estimated Performance Rating for today's field. This is shown in the top header for every race 

on every screen in HTR software. Example: 099-102. The first number listed is the estimated pace (PAC) 

rating (99), the second number (102) is the EPR or PER-par for the race. Horses that have already run a 

102 or better in the past are said to "have run to par". 
 

PER Performance rating. This is a velocity based rating derived from E/P + Fr3 and similar to A/P 

velocity. It is not based on final time. The rating ranges from 050 to 115 (congruent to the EPR). Maiden 

entrants that have run a PER rating that is close to, or exceeds par, will be difficult to beat, especially if 

they show a high score with the Improve or KAT ratings as well. 
 

Consider a mythical field of maiden entrants. 
 

Msw EPR = 100    Odds   PER   KAT   Notes 
 

HorseA            6/1   FTS    7+   Top PED and Workouts 
 

HorseB       2/1   101+   5 Exceeded Par in Debut (2TS) 
 

HorseC            6/1   100+   2    Has run to par, but 0 for 9 
 

HorseD           12/1   FTS    5 Razor Sharp workout 
 

Analysis   

This is a complex betting race for any handicapper. Horse "B" ran a debut race that exceeded the EPR/par 

in his first start. As a 2TS (second-timer) he is highly likely to improve and the KAT= 5 lends confidence 

to that appraisal. Heavy betting is likely and so is a win, unless one of the FTS is very talented. 
 

Horse "C" has also run to par.  But he has lost 9 consecutive maiden races. A trifecta finish is more likely 

than a win because he probably can't beat "B" on the square and he seems vulnerable to the FTS as well.   
 

Horse "A" and "D" are FTS with a lot to endorse them at decent odds. "A" has the strongest KAT rating 

of 7 and that is a sign of a live runner in its debut. Those odds of 6/1 are tempting. Horse "D" might be the 

better value play though with that Razor Sharp workout and double digit odds. 
 

How to play it?   Here is my strategy. 

1. Key "B" to the two FTS in the exacta and reverse them.  

2. Add "A" and "D" to the Pick3/4 and maybe bet "D" to win. The risk on "D" seems fair at 12/1. 

 

Summary 

Rookie Scan is a prime tool for maiden race analysis. Be sure you are using the Sept. 15, 2014 version of 

HTR-Tour to see the latest additions including the PER column. 
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Late Announcements and Reminders 
 

Mike Mayo 
Mike is a good friend to many of us as well as my longtime tournament partner. He is dealing 
with the worst bad-beat that any of us will ever experience, stage-4 cancer. Mike and wife 
Marsha have been members of HTR for about 15 years and regulars at all of the events in Las 
Vegas. Your thoughts, prayers and kind comments are appreciated. Please read the thread 
below on our bbs for a letter from Mike and messages from our members.   
 

http://www.HTR2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=14217 
 
Software Update 
Just one program has been updated so far this Fall and it is HTR-Tour. The version date is 
"Sept. 15, 2014". Robot3 will be updated in October. You can find all the latest versions of HTR-
Software to install from the Subscriber Zone at this link: 
 

http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/membersonly.htm 
 
 
 

HTR   Handicapping Tech & Research 
 

Voicemail:  714-366-1HTR 

Email:  kmsoft@earthlink.net 

HTR website (software updates): www.htr2.com 

 www.homebased2.com/km 

 
HTR Report is an on-line newsletter and is published bi-monthly, it is available in the HTR Subscriber 

Zone around the 10th of the month.   Monthly subscribers can view the current newsletter for no charge 

on-line, Adobe Reader software (free) required.  Past issues over a year old are available in our website 

archive library. 

 
Products and services from KM Software 

HTR Unlimited Download: $119/mo unlimited access, all tracks. 

HTR Software Complimentary, no fee for updates. 

Bi-Monthly HTR Newsletter Current Issue is included with monthly subscription for members only. 

 Archives of Past Issues are available on the HTR2.com website. 

http://www.htr2.com/forums/showthread.php?t=14217
http://htr.horsedata.com/HTR_Protected/membersonly.htm
mailto:kmsoft@earthlink.net
http://www.htr2.com/
http://www.homebased2.com/km

