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News from Thoroughbred Racing 
Tournament Update 

 
Several HTR members took part in the summer Flamingo Reno tournament.  The Challenge VII Horse 
Handicapping Tournament ran for three days (July 19-21) and used a win-place-show format.  There were 187 
contestants participating, the entry fee was $500.  Listed below are the results for HTR subscribers, finish position 
and any prize money won.  Congratulations to the husband and wife team of John and Barbara Buckley for another 
excellent showing; they have been close in each attempt at the Flamingo and are bound to win it eventually.   
 

Barbara Buckley   17th ($732) 
John Buckley      21st ($358) 
Mike Mayo         42nd   
Gary Triplett     60th  
Tommy Castillo   137th (must have been drunk!) 

 
The tournament situation in Reno has been on thin ice for awhile.  Most of the events have been drawing less than 
the expected number of contestants.  Some hotels there have canceled once-popular tournaments due to lack of 
entries.  This is unfortunate because Reno was one of the early staging grounds for handicapping competitions more 
than a decade ago.  The problem has less to do with interest among handicappers than it does with rival Las Vegas.  
Reno has become a weak sister to Vegas in all aspects of gaming entertainment, including thoroughbred 
handicapping tournaments.   
 
Speaking of Las Vegas, the biggest tournament of them all in terms of prize money and contestants takes place at the 
Orleans Hotel from August 16-18.  More than a dozen HTR users attended last year’s championship and several 
collected some decent cash.  Many of us are returning again for a crack at the $150,000 top prize money.  Because of 
the large number of entries, they pay prizes all the way up to 100th place.  For more information call – (888) 566-
7223.   
 

 
Credit Cards for Gambling Restricted 

Credit card issuing banks, under pressure from the federal government, are blocking patrons from getting cash 
advances on their cards from gambling related entities and Internet sites.  This effort is primarily a response to the 
acceleration of offshore gaming that is 90% credit card funded.  It has been implemented quietly and slowly, but the 
biggest crack of the whip took place on Monday July 23 when tens of thousands of eager on-line gamblers were 
denied funding from their credit cards.  
 
Horse racing Internet provider WinTicket was a victim of the crack down.  They are affiliated with the Italian based 
FireCash for instant credit card funding of betting accounts from customers.  Not any more, the company sent 
emails out on July 23 with the bad news that the credit card banks are blocking cash advances from any gambling 
related web sites and wagering accounts.   
 
Many are complaining that this is blatant violation of individual freedom.  In many cases, debit cards were even 
denied access.  This means that customers who wanted to transfer funds from their checking account to a betting 
account were declined even though it was their own money and not a credit transaction that was being requested.  Is 
it farfetched to imagine legitimate businesses like Handicappers Data Warehouse (HDW) or KM Software (HTR) 
ending up on the blacklist because we provide gambling related information to you?  It should concern every citizen 
when the banks and the fed can decide how we choose to spend our own money.   
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News for Computer Handicappers 
Computer Upgrades 

 
Clients ask me all the time what can be done to improve the speed and efficiency of the computer, without buying a 
new one.  Here are some tips – 
 
• Double your RAM.  RAM (Random Access Memory) is the overhead memory your computer uses when 

processing in real time.  Don’t confuse it with hard disk memory, they are not related.  Hard drive memory 
refers only to the storage capacity of the drive.  If your computer currently has 32mb (molasses) or 64mb (slow) 
of RAM then consider upgrading to 128mb and even 256mb to really rev up your system.  Windows operating 
system alone uses nearly 32mb of RAM when it loads.  RAM chips are cheap right now, and easy to install 
without paying labor costs.     

 
• Increase the Video Memory.  Most folks have no idea how much video memory is in their system and don’t 

realize that the entire computing experience can be greatly enhanced with this upgrade.  Video memory boards 
are often boxed as Graphic Accelerator cards.  They are easy to snap in if you don’t mind opening up your 
computer.  Many inexpensive computers were manufactured with “shared” memory which draws the video 
display and graphics output from the RAM chip, further reducing system performance.  If you can afford a 32 or 
64mb video card (about $100-$300) it will give you quicker overall performance, fast Internet page displays and 
a high quality screen output for all color graphics software.  Everything will display faster on the screen.  
Multitasking can be particularly impressive with the extra memory.  As an example -- 

 
My hardware consists of 256 RAM and a 64mb video card – installed at home.  While on-line with a 56k modem (no cable or 
DSL offered in my location) last Sunday, I had Del Mar live video running on Windows Media Player, Santa Rosa live video 
running on the RealPlayer, live tote-board from RacingChannel, a DOS Window with HTR, another with IMPACT and another 
with the new HTR2001 for Windows.  At the same time I was answering email in Outlook and typing this newsletter into MS 
Word.  No loss of performance was apparent with the video players running simultaneously with all the software.  Each 
application snapped to the screen as quickly as clicked from the task bar and no slow down in execution was noticed.  That is 
excellent multitasking performance provided with about $400 worth of upgrades to the 800 MHz AMD computer.  
 
• High speed Internet access.  If you are fortunate enough to live in a cable television area that offers Internet 

connections, then take advantage of the high-speed service immediately.  Downloading will be 5 times as fast, 
maybe more.  Web pages fly to the screen and much of the frustration and waiting on the Internet comes to an 
end.  Unfortunately, DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) for telephone customers has not turned out as expected.  
While there are many happy DSL users, the general feeling in the high-tech and telecommunications industry is 
that DSL has been a debacle.  It was a marketing nightmare and huge disappointment in my area.  The phone-
company never delivered on promises and advertising.  It took many hours of waiting on the telephone just to 
find someone that could help.  In the end, we were right back on square one because the service could never be 
activated here.  Such has been the case nationwide – promises and hype, but no service and lots of unhappy 
people still stuck with dial up modems. 

 
• Power Supply.  Our HTR web site host Rick Bush has researched his computer problems extensively.  He has 

been upgrading his hardware and one of the items he replaced was the power supply box.  The computer power 
supply, if defective, can cause crashes, freezes and surges that damage the hardware.  If your system is volatile 
and gives you fits, this could be the answer.  I have no experience with this replacement as I usually buy a 
completely new system every two years, but it makes sense that it could produce a loss in performance to an 
older machine.  

  
Laptop Users Most hardware upgrades are easy to install on a home PC, don’t attempt any internal operations on 
your laptop, pay a technician do it unless you have experience.     
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Systems and Angles 

Bridge Jumpers and the Show System with Lifetime Profits 
 
Sunday July 15, 2001 at Hollywood Park 
I’m sitting at my computer watching the pools for the 6th race, which is the Swaps Stakes for 3-year-olds featuring 
the talented Congaree in his return to the races after the Preakness and Derby.  In a flash I am on the telephone 
calling in a $50 show bet on logical 2nd favorite Until Sundown.  Congaree breezes to victory in the 6-horse field and 
Until Sundown finishes second.  My return for the show bet is $2.50 and I am all smiles knowing that this wagering 
strategy is absolutely the right thing to do and will result in long-term profits for the rest of my life. 
 
No, I haven’t become a disciple of the infamous Dr. Z (a mathematician and author that wrote a book on 
probabilistic wagering strategies).  It is a system that takes advantage of the show plungers or bridge jumpers!  
Before going on with my story let’s read a funny tale from the TomCat about the phenomena. 
 

The Bridge Jumper…by Tom Walters 
About 30 years ago I first heard of the "bridge jumper".  
 
It seems that a young man of a certain persuasion was playing the pacers at Northfield Park pretty heavily, and was 
losing just as heavily.  It seems that not only was he using his own money to wager, but had been tapping his 
father’s cash register to cover his losses. 
 
One day his father confronted him about the missing money.  The son promised his father that the money would be 
returned in the morning.  He went to the bank and was able to withdraw $50,000 from his father's account, and 
headed for Northfield.  The #4 in the fifth race was a 3-5 Morning Line favorite setting a track record and winning 
by 10 the last time out.  A certain lock! 
 
Our young man wagered $50,000 to show, certain that the fast $2500 would cover his cash register losses and all 
would be well again.  The race ran as expected and the 3-5 favorite, #4 took the lead, paced to an easy 8 length 
lead and started down the home stretch.  Our young man breathed a sigh of relief as he saw his horse comfortably 
cruising to an easy victory. 
 
The suddenly, halfway to the finish line something caught the eye of the pacer and he made a quick sideways move 
and broke, losing stride.  In an instant the rest of the field closed and by the time drive got the horse under control, 
the favorite finished fourth.  
 
Sometime late that night, a car was discovered with the door open on the bridge between Northfield and the 
Interstate.  The driver was no where to be found and was never heard of again.  Everyone says the car belonged to 
the better who bet $50,000 on the #4 horse to show and lost the night before at Northfield.  Thus was the 
beginning of the legend of the bridge jumper?  There have been others, who have tried the same strategy, and 
some have been successful... but some are bridge jumpers. 
 
Great narrative, and as good as any account describing the origins of the show plunger (I didn’t ask Tom if the story 
was verifiable!).  I have heard similar versions over the years, yet amazingly truth is stranger than fiction though 
when it comes to those folks that wager incredible sums of money to show on low priced horses.  
 
Most of us shake our heads when trying to understand the motivation of someone that would risk so much money to 
earn so little.  Tracks are required to pay out $2.10 for any winning ticket regardless of how heavily the pool is 
invested or out of balance.  Bridge jumpers create a massive imbalance of the show pool by dropping $20,000 to 
$200,000 onto a heavy favorite in a small field.  This results in a “minus show pool” if the host track has to cough up 
the extra money to cover the winnings.  The $2.10 payoff becomes an instant 5% return for a big show-bettor when 
he succeeds.  Is 5-cents on the dollar worth the risk for the bridge jumper? 
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Systems and Angles 
Bridge Jumpers – Easy Money 

 
Let’s try to analyze a race from the standpoint of a bridge jumper --- 
 
• The show plunger is looking to eliminate every conceivable risk.  The target horse must be a cinch on paper – an 

absolute pace/speed standout on numbers and a proven class monster.  Furthermore, none of the opponents are 
even close to the ability level of the mortal lock.  The odds are important, with few of these bettors taking a 
chance against anything higher than a 3/5 shot, and 1/5 or 1/9 odds is absolutely preferred.  They may be 
reasoning: the heavy favorite is highly likely to win, but if one of the others runs the race of it’s life then our 
champ will still finish an easy second.  Even if the horse has an off day and two of the others run the race of 
their life, the superstar will still finish 3rd at the very worst.  Can’t miss.   

 
• The bridge jumper waits for a five-horse field.  Most tracks will offer show wagering on a field of five and this 

further reduces any risk.  With only four mediocre horses to provide competition, the favorite should romp, and 
for sure he will finish no worse than 3rd in the small field.   

 
• Less often, the bridge jumper takes the plunge on a coupled entry of two or more mortal locks going in the same 

race.  This completely neutralizes the possibility of anything going wrong if all members of the entry are 
superior win candidates to the rest of the horses in the field.  I haven’t seen this too much with the 
thoroughbreds lately, but it does happen with other breeds consistently. 

 
I once wagered against the plungers when a powerful 3-horse-entry went to the gate in a Los Alamitos quarter horse stakes.  All 
three coupled horses were superior on paper to any of the others.  I even thought to myself that this was a no-miss situation for 
the bridge jumpers, but plunked $20 on another horse to show anyway.  My reward was a $70+ show mutuel on a 12/1 shot 
when all members of the entry ran off the board.  The 3-horse entry stiff has also happened several times in recent years with 
non-thoroughbred stakes on the NoCal fair circuit.      
 
Analysis 
High profile horses with odds below 3/5 are going to win about 70% of their races.  The place and show record is a 
bit uncertain though.  There aren’t really enough of these races at specific field sizes to gain a fat sample and make 
an easy judgment as to the exact probability of finishing 2-3.  That may be, but the monkey wrench for the show 
bettor is that expensive stakes-quality thoroughbreds will not be whipped and slashed and urged to hold third place if 
the race is hopelessly lost at the top of the stretch.  If any sense of physical mishap occurs during the running, the 
jockey is going to gear down.  A bad step, pulmonary bleeding, pulls, fractures, back strain and “the track was too 
cuppy” have all been excuses for 1/5 shots that sent the show plunger to the bridge recently.  Owners and trainers 
have too much invested to trash a high-class thoroughbred for 2nd or 3rd money.  
 
Some authors have extrapolated the show probability on 1/5 horses at better than 97%.  The figure is based on the 
correlation of the odds to the show results at all other odds levels and making a linear estimate.  This would indicate 
that a 5% return on the wager makes good sense.  Dr. Z and other PhD's have looked at that figure and concluded 
that a massive bet on a 1/9 shot is actually a sound investment.   
 
Obviously the good doctors don’t hang around the grandstand very much do they?  Bad things seem to happen to 
bettors that send in the farm on a lead pipe cinch.  My own mental record of betting against the show plungers for 
over 20 years on quarter horses, harness, appaloosas, arabians and thoroughbreds would indicate a success rate that 
lies somewhere between 7 and 10%.  So while extrapolated show percentage estimates on heavy favorites in small 
fields may be valid overall (including races in which no one bet heavily to show), they do not properly record the 
carnage in these plunge situations alone.   
 
A wise old horseplayer says – “if you have two bucks, why risk it for a dime?”  Why indeed. 
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Systems and Angles 
Bridge Jumpers – The System 

 
In his book, Exotic Wagering Formulas, Tom Walters is absolutely right in encouraging the reader to forget about 
show wagering.  There may be rare instances in which there is an overlay in the pool due to an imbalance of the 
wagers.  But in this day and age of heavy off-track wagering a big chunk of the money doesn’t get posted to the tote 
until after the bell rings.  Anyone using the mutuel totals to estimate show-wagering advantage is playing a guessing 
game.  However, there is one very neat exception…….    
 
The extremely obvious exception occurs when the bridge jumper makes his play.  I call this bonus time.  Bridge 
jumpers tend to wager long before post and the pool is very distorted and easily spotted (see below).  They probably 
have to get the large bet in early because cash is required at the window and it takes time to count it and punch the 
tickets with a supervisor around.     
 
It is a waste of breath to reason with someone that is about to toss $100,000 on an animal race – to win meager 
$5000.  Most of us have that much available on a credit card cash advance.  One hundred thousand dollars in any 
bank will get you an instant $50,000 low interest secured loan.  The bridge jumpers know all this.  Their motivation 
is not money, it is some sort of a gambler’s rush or the thrill of uncertainty or mini celebrity that compels them.  
With that in mind, let’s turn to a foolproof method of making show bets in these situations that will profit you as 
long as the bridge jumpers are still around. 
 
First you need to be aware of when the show plunger is likely to make his move – 
 
• Stakes race with a 5-horse field and a very heavy or popular favorite – board odds 3/5 or less. 
• Stakes race with a heavily favored entry that is 1/1 or less on the morning line and the field contains less than 7 

wagering interests.  Coupled horses must all look like winners on paper.  If part of the entry is a dog, then the 
plunger will not go for it. 

• A high-class well-known Graded Stakes star is entered in a return allowance race or minor stakes on the 
rebound.  ML of less than 1/1 and a field five. 

 
These rules apply for all racing breeds, not just thoroughbreds.  I urge you to bet against the bridge jumper any time you see it 
happening, even if you know nothing about the race in question.  The overlay opportunity is huge. 
 
It is very easy to determine when the bridge jumper has made his play.  The show pool is distorted by at least a ratio 
of 5 to 1.  Meaning there is at least five times as much money wagered to show on a single horse as there is on all the 
other entrants put together.  In the HOL race with Congaree cited earlier, the ratio was about $300,000 vs. $20,000 
when I saw it, a margin of 15 to 1!  A more obvious way to spot the opportunity is when there is more than $100,000 
bet to show on any single horse in a five-horse field. 
 
Assume you have determined that a bridge jumper is winging it on the chalk in a small field.  Next step is to 
eliminate the heavy favorite from your analysis.  Pretend that the horse has been scratched and handicap the race as 
though the heavyweight doesn’t exist.  Bet $20 or $50 increments to show on the logical 2nd best horse on paper.  
Unable to handicap the race, the ML second choice is selected. 
 
Here is how a 10 race cycle typically turns out with this system – assume a $20 show bet each time. 
 
7 times the horse will finish 1-2-3 along with the heavy favorite finishing 1-2-3 as well. 
Payoff is always $2.10.  Return is $21 in each instance.   
 
2 times the horse will finish out of the money and you suffer a <$20> loss each time.  
 
1- time gets bonus (heavy favorite is out of the money) with an overlay show payoff of $20 - $80.  Typical is $30. 
 
Summary 
Total wagered = $200    
Amount Returned (assuming $30 bonus show payoff) = $447   
ROI = 2.23     ITM = 80%     
I’m out of space, but if you study this, realize there is almost no down side to betting against the bridge jumper! 
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News for HTR Users 
The Cramer Speed Figures - the C90 Rating 

 
The early beta-test of HTR2001 Windows version includes some interesting past-performance data.  Among the new 
coverage is a rather complete recent history of each horse’s Cramer speed figures with some beneficial facts and 
perspectives you won’t get from other sources.  Jim Cramer attempts to emulate the scale of the Beyer figure 
approach so the numbers look familiar to handicappers.  But the similarity ends there.  Jim’s calculations are 
extremely meticulous and far more high tech than the others and he is the most diligent speed figure analyst in the 
industry.  Here are some issues you should be aware of with the Cramer number as opposed to other methods. 
 
• Cramer does not use pars for his calculations.  His approach is a far more sophisticated “projection” method that 

has never been published.  Jim labors quietly for several hours every day at his office in Lexington producing his 
excellent speed numbers and only for clients of Handicappers Data Warehouse.  There is no other source for 
these figures unless you are a subscriber to an affiliated vendor such as HTR. 

 
• Cramer utilizes a massive database and filtering system that checks and verifies every number for accuracy and 

aberration.  When the computer flags an anomaly, Jim researches carefully and the horses involved are 
scrutinized for an explanation.  Like many of you whom have worked your own figures, he finds numbers that 
make no sense based on empirical data.  Luckily, Cramer has access to more raw information than anyone else 
in the business to get to the root of the problem and make adjustments. 

 
• Cramer does not lower his standards just because the track may be minor or bush league.  One of the best 

aspects to his figures is the incredible equality he places on every horse and every race.  He is a perfectionist and 
is very particular about calculating the correct number in every instance.  This is unheard of in an industry where 
the major tracks are given far more attention than the minors.  This fact alone could give you quite an edge over 
your fellow handicappers at the smaller plants where accurate numbers are unavailable to the public. 

 
Next is a list of how the Cramer speed figures are presented in the new past-performance option of the new 
HTR2001 software and some thoughts on how to utilize them.  Each of the items below appear in the new ‘PP’s 
Advanced’ screen.  I’ll describe the location of the figure in the data and it’s purpose.  I am listing them in order of 
my perceived importance in handicapping. 
 
Cramer Race Figure 
Immediately following the final time in each past-performance line there is a Cramer speed number listed for the 
race.  This is not the individual horse’s rating, it is the figure computed for the winner of that race. This is an 
excellent way to appraise the quality of the competition faced previously.  It is important to know when a horse has 
exited a highly rated affair so I am adding the addition of a “!” next to any race figure that was far above average for 
the level.  Best use of this information comes when identifying those runners that were soundly beaten, but whom 
contested some portion of the early fractions in the highly rated race. Races that have strong final speed figures must 
also contain better than average internal fractions at some point.  See page 12 for information on the update. 
 
The C90 rating  
Appears in the horse header.  This is the best Cramer figure earned by the horse in the last 90 days prior to the race.  
Those with layoffs greater than 90 days will not receive this rating and will be unranked for this factor.  The ranking 
appears in () next to the C90 figure.  This rating has benefits beyond normal appraisal that may surprise you.  A good 
contender selector that will locate longshots.  Those of you using Access with the HTR4MSA program can run tests 
on it now (see the HTR4MSA.TXT document for details).  This rating is my choice for quick appraisal of current 
ability.  
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News for HTR Users 
The Cramer Speed Figures - continued 

 
Best Cramer figure earned at today’s distance and surface 
This item also appears in the horse header.  The past-performances are scanned for races that match the approximate 
distance and surface (fast or firm only) of today’s race.  The top figure earned under those conditions will be 
displayed along with the ranking.  Horse’s that have not competed in a race that matches today’s distance and 
surface are ignored and not ranked.  
 
Individual Horse Speed Figure 
You will find the individual speed ratings at the end of the horse’s beaten length section in the HTR2001 Advanced 
PP’s.  As everyone knows, individual final time speed figures are not a profitable handicapping factor.  They are 
predictable measures however – and can be used compare form cycles and talent levels accurately.  Jim Cramer 
computes excellent numbers for every horse in every race regardless of track location or class level.  As suggested 
earlier, trust the Cramer number at minor circuits because solid value can still be uncovered with accurate ratings.  
Most professional handicappers will tell you they place little value on Beyer speed figures at the small tracks.  Not so 
with Cramer – his numbers are absolutely honest and accurate regardless of the class level or location.  
 
Best Cramer figure earned at today’s track (surface dependent) 
Appears in horse header and is the top figure earned by the entrant while competing at today’s track and surface.   
The more useful appraisal to determine “horse for course” can be found in the software by clicking the option ‘Horse 
Performance Stats’ and studying the lifetime record over today’s track (and surface) for each entrant.   
 
Best Cramer figure on wet dirt 
Later, there will be an option for the HTR2001 user to designate a race as being run on wet dirt.  The horse’s best 
effort on a wet dirt surface will replace the distance/surface number.   
 
I’ll be as helpful as possible in providing wet track handicapping options and information in HTR2001, including the ability to 
switch a race from grass to dirt (wet or fast) and appraise a race from the standpoint of a sloppy surface today.  Our data does 
not contain sire records for slop and mud.  It has become apparent that those ratings are now diminished in usefulness anyway 
due to the ambiguous labeling of wet surfaces by racetracks as an attempt to avoid scratches and loss of mutuel handle on 
inclement days.  Soil technology, specialized equipment and satellite weather prediction have assisted track maintenance and 
improved surface conditioning to the point where a genuine mudder can’t find a “muddy” track anymore!  The ‘Horse 
Performance Statistics’ in HTR2001 display the wet track history for each horse based on all non-fast races run.  
 
Notes on Wet Track Variants  
Jim Cramer computes his variants and speed figures based on how fast or slow the surface was at the given time of the race.  No 
particular attention is paid to the weather conditions unless they provide an explanation for an unusually high or low figure.  The 
projection method (vs. par method) of calculating figures allows single race variants to be computed rather than attempting to 
force an average variant for the entire day.  Par methods of obtaining daily track variants can be very inaccurate when the 
surface conditions are changing due to precipitation, wind or heat.         
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Fr1 Spot Play Test Request 
 
Joe Ambrose, an HTR member from Chappaqua, NY asked if I would test a spot-play variation of Fraction-1.  It 
looked like a good one and fairly simple to setup so I agreed to do it if he didn’t mind waiting awhile and letting me 
print the results here.  Joe is interested in finding a mechanical approach that takes advantage of the plentiful 
longshots found with Fr1.   
 
Here are the test parameters  
1. #1 rank Fr1 horse. 
2. Morning Line between 5/1 and 12/1 only. 
3. Field size of 8 or more. 
 
Test sample – 116,000+ races from last two years.   
All types of races were tested.   
About 29,000 total qualifying plays were found. 
 
Criteria                   Win%         $1-ROI        Longshot Grade     
All Plays                  11.6          0.93              A 
 

Dirt Sprint                11.4          0.85              C 
Turf Sprint                07.5          0.82              D 
Wet Sprint                 12.6          0.95              A 
 

Dirt Route                 12.3          0.98              A 
Turf Route                 10.6          0.90              B 
Wet Route                  14.0          1.17              A 
 

Alw/Stakes                 09.8          0.79              D 
Claiming Races             12.0          0.98              A 
Maiden Races               12.1          0.87              C 
 

Older Male Fast Dirt       12.6          1.01              A 
Older Female Fast Dirt     11.1          0.89              C 
 

Special (see below)        13.7          1.12              A 
 
Analysis 
The ROI is pretty strong considering an overall win percentage of just about 12%, indicating some huge priced 
winners along the way.  But the 0.93 is the normal ROI for playing every Fr1 #1 rank as well.  Normal Fr1 win 
percentage among all races is about 19%.  So no advantage to having the extra rules. 
 

Sprints are not good plays with this system except on wet tracks.  Routes are far superior and could be very 
profitable.  Allowance, stake and maiden races do not fare well, but claimers are excellent bets with this set of rules.   
 

The reliable older males are profitable by themselves.  So breaking down these results would present the following 
additions to play this system – shown in the “Special” topic above. 
 
1. Older males only. 
2. Route dirt (fast track)  
3. Claiming races for non-maidens only. 
 
Tested ROI for the above rules is a handsome 1.12 with a win rate of near 14%.  The low win percentage may leave 
the system unpalatable for most, but profits and boxcar longshots will come to the persistent.   
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Spot Play - Individual Tracks / SAR & DMR Stats 
 

One of the problems with testing low-win-percentage, longshot laden spot plays is that none of us is really capable 
of betting “all” races.  The ROI may be strong for a large sample, but because the profit is heavily dependent on a 
handful of boxcar winners – the handicapper is playing a game of roulette and hoping the big one pops up when he 
happens to be wagering.  If you miss the $133 winner at Yavapai, or the $98 winner at Fort Erie because you were 
on vacation or because your betting service doesn’t accept wagers on those tracks, then the opportunity to make 
money on the system may have been forfeited.  
 
The remedy would seem to be a test of the method at individual tracks.  Most handicappers do have the ability to get 
in wagers at major tracks almost every day.  But will the greatly reduced sample size tested at a single location 
become an exercise in back-fitting?  Results will be far more volatile and subject to short-term distortion, especially 
when dealing with a short meeting like Saratoga. 
 
I have read some of the guides to individual tracks such as Saratoga and Del Mar.  To fatten the sample size on 
trainer statistics and track bias they may go back several years to gather enough data.  Now the problem becomes 
one of stale data.  Information that is many years old may be completely worthless for this year’s meeting.    
 
So how can we handle this catch-22 with data testing?  The answer is to use good intuition.  To develop good 
intuition about research data requires experiencing the data, studying the tendencies and patterns of the winning 
method horses, and then betting real money on the methodology developed.  There is no substitute for the powerful 
intuitive edge gained when wagering from the pocket on spot plays.  Losing fifty times in a row will hammer home 
all you need to know about the value of a system!  This is particularly true for methods of play that are longshot 
dependent and select less than 20% winners.  High percentage spot-plays are more reliable to pay it forward, yet it is 
very rare to find a positive ROI with a play that yields greater than 30% winners.     
 
The test results for several August tracks with this month’s spot play are shown on page 11.  Before that I’ll squeeze 
in some select statistics here from Saratoga and Del Mar that were tested for the exact 365 period from August 1, 
2000 – August 1, 2001.  Stats shown are win% and ROI. 
 

Criteria                      Saratoga             Del Mar…… 
ML Favorite (all)             30%  0.80           35%  0.92 
ML Favorite (2yr mdn)         26%  0.63           27%  0.64 
ML Favorite (grass rte)       29%  0.73           32%  0.99 
 
Pscan #1 (all)                31%  0.93           29%  0.86 
Pscan #1 (2yr mdn)            36%  1.30           27%  0.86 
Pscan #1 (grass rte)          31%  1.01           23%  0.66 
 
First Time Starters           09%  0.61           07%  0.42 
FTS w/ Lasix                  13%  0.70           07%  0.46 
FTS w/o Lasix                 07%  0.58           04%  0.38 
 
First Lasix (all)             15%  0.94           08%  0.50 
 
Layoff 180+ (all)             11%  0.67           12%  1.08 
Layoff 180+ (grass rte)       16%  1.12           15%  1.29 
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Fr1 Spot Play - Individual Tracks  
 

Referring to the spot play on page 9.  I tested several tracks individually.  Take the results for what they are worth in 
terms of a 365 day sample Aug 1, 2000 – 2001.  The “Special” refers to older male claiming - dirt routes.  Some 
tracks did not have enough plays to attach any value to the data.  The * marks them. 
 
Fr1 Spot Play (see page 9) / Win% / ROI / * = limited data  
 
Arlington Park  
All            11%  1.04 
Dirt Sprint    10%  0.69 
Dirt Route     10%  0.91 
Turf Route     11%  1.37 
Special       *00%  0.00 
 

Calder 
All            10%  1.05 
Dirt Sprint    11%  0.97 
Dirt Route     07%  0.62 
Turf Route     12%  1.46 
Special        11%  0.52 
 

Del Mar 
All            11%  0.97 
Dirt Sprint    12%  1.09 
Dirt Route     13%  1.04 
Turf Route     07%  0.54 
Special       *22%  1.62 
 

Ellis Park 
All            07%  0.68 
Dirt Sprint    09%  0.46 
Dirt Route     10%  1.42 
Turf Route     05%  0.52 
Special       *14%  2.56 
 

Laurel 
All            16%  1.13 
Dirt Sprint    22%  1.34 
Dirt Route     08%  1.01 
Turf Route    *03%  0.34 
Special       *20%  1.90 
 

Louisiana Downs 
All            08%  0.61 
Dirt Sprint    07%  0.45 
Dirt Route     17%  1.19 
Turf Route     05%  0.26 
Special       *00%  0.00 
 

Saratoga 
All            09%  0.79 
Dirt Sprint    11%  0.75 
Dirt Route    *20%  0.42 
Turf Route     09%  0.86 
Special       *33%  0.95 
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Late News 
 

HTR2001 upgrade be will posted by August 8.  If you have already downloaded the ‘full’ 
installation, then you will only need to update the .exe file to get the latest version.  Please 
continue providing feedback (message board or email) on the new program – it is very difficult for 
me determine how useful the application is without hearing from users – your comments and 
critiques are appreciated and often utilized.   

 
Look forward to seeing some of you in Las Vegas from August 16-19 at the Orleans tournament.  
I’ll be sitting with Glen L and Tommy C in the main room – please come by and say hello if you 
are attending.   
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